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IMPACT STATEMENT 

Adopt the Central City 2035 Plan Green Loop Concept Report. 
(Resolution) 

Mark Raggett, BPS 
503-823-6030 
Rachael Hoy, BPS 

Purpose of proposed legislation and background information: 

The Central City 2035 Plan (CC2035) is the culmination of a multi-year effort to 
comprehensively update the 1988 Central City Plan. This resolution, a part of the larger CC2035 
legislative package, adopts as non-binding policy the Green Loop Concept Report. One of the 
plan' s "Big Ideas," the Green Loop will connect Central City neighborhoods to open spaces and 
the Willamette River, with high quality bicycle accommodations, tree canopy, innovative, park­
like pedestrian environments, and wildlife habitat connections. The concept report also calls for 
enhancing connections to the Green Loop on key corridors to improve access, create activity 
nodes and support neighborhood attractions and economic development. The concept report is 
starting point for more detailed future design and engineering. 

Financial and budgetary impacts: 

This resolution does not amend the budget or appropriate funding. Full implementation of the 
Green Loop will require project-specific funding implemented over a series of years. While 
specific funding has not been identified at the current time, anticipated funding sources include 
some combination of City financing, state and federal grants and private philanthropy. Council 
action will be required in the future to amend the budget and appropriate funding. 

Some initial elements of the Green Loop are included in the Transportation System Plan project 
list amendments adopted with the Central City 2035 Plan ordinance, including the Sullivan's 
Crossing Pedestrian/Bicycle Bridge (20077), the South Park Blocks Bikeway (20129) and the 
Broadway/Weidler Interchange project (20119, 20120, 20121). 

Community impacts and community involvement: 

The Green Loop Concept Report is an element of the larger Central City 2035 Plan. In the 
broadest sense, the new policy framework created by the CC2035 Plan will impact all 
Portlanders over time, especially those who live, work and visit the Central City. Although the 
concept report itself will have minimal direct community impacts, to the extent that it furthers 
the implementation of bicycle and pedestrian facilities and other public realm improvements 
envisioned in the report, it will help improve access to the Central City's neighborhoods and 
improve their livability and economic vitality. Because the Green Loop is intended to provide 
quieter and protected bicycle facilities, it will improve accessibility for "interested but 
concerned" bicyclists, such as children and older adults, who might not otherwise choose to ride 
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in the Central City. In tum, the Green Loop is expected to encourage a broader spectrum of 
Portlanders to take advantage of the services and amenities of the region's core. 

In its transmittal letter to City Council, the Planning and Sustainability Commission found that 
the Green Loop represents a "shrewd growth strategy. It will allow us to keep moving people and 
commerce in and out of the city core while building a web of connectivity throughout the city. It 
leverages existing and planned investments already on the books and string them together into a 
cohesive expression of green sustainable infrastructure." 

The Central City 2035 planning process has included extensive public outreach. Volume 6 of the 
plan summarizes public involvement for the project prior to the release of the proposed draft. It 
includes a public engagement summary and an outreach log of activities. The planning process 
brought together thousands of people at outreach events and activities. Hundreds of Portlanders 
provided formal testimony to the Planning and Sustainability Commission and the City Council 
on the various projects that guided development of the plan. See Volume 6 for a description of 
the public outreach and engagement completed as part of the project. 

The Outreach Activities Log provides an extensive list of events held or attended, with the 
organizations, dates and number of people in attendance. The log shows that CC2035 public 
outreach included engagement with: 

• Community and interest-based organizations, e.g. Latino Network, Upstream Public 
Health, Urban League of Portland, Portland Commission on Disability Accessibility and 
Built Environment Committee, and Diversity and Civic Leadership Group; 

• Neighborhood and business groups, e.g. Old Town/Chinatown Neighborhood 
Association, Lloyd District Community Association, Central Eastside Industrial Council 
and the Portland Business Alliance; 

• Property owners, institutions, businesses, nonprofits representing diverse interests such as 
environment, urban design and transportation modes, etc.; and 

• Governments, including the Confederated Tribes of the Grande Ronde, and public 
agencies such as the Oregon Department of Transportation, Portland Public Schools and 
TriMet. 

In addition, a number of Green Loop specific outreach activities were undertaken, including the 
Oregon Active Transportation Summit (April 2014); Village Building Convergence (April 
2015); New Partners for Smart Growth Conference (February 2016); Design Week Portland 
(April 2016); Activate the Block with Portland Northwest College of Art (May 2016); Oregon 
Walkways: Connect the Park Blocks (August 2016); and Design Week Portland (April 2017). 

Throughout the CC2035 planning process, the Green Loop concept has been widely supported in 
the community. Testimony in favor of the concept report is expected from a number of 
individuals, community organizations and businesses. A few community members, including 
one Planning and Sustainability Commission member have expressed some reservations, 
concluding that it primarily benefits the Central City rather than other deserving neighborhoods, 
particularly those that have been historically underserved. Some testimony to this effect is 
anticipated. 
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Budgetary Impact Worksheet 

Does this action change appropriations? 

Fund 

D YES: Please complete the information below. 
X NO: Skip this section 

Fund Commitment Functional Funded 
Center Item Area Program 
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